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“IN CHRIST, ANEW CREATION”

Highlights from our 2003 Annual Gathering
- Bill Sullivan, NSC

Exploring rich themes from 2 Corinthians 5:16-21, del-
egates from LCMC congregations and a number of visitors
gathered in Canton, Michigan from October 5-7 for the 3rd
national convention of the association.

With “In Christ-A New Creation” as the theme for the annual
gathering, attendees assembled at St. Michael Lutheran
Church, one of LCMC’s member congregations in the great
state of Michigan.

Activities began on Sunday evening, October 5th, with a
dynamic worship service, planned by Amy Williams and
members of the Augsburg Lutheran Churches, one of
LCMC'’s non-geographic districts. Rousing singing,
Word-centered preaching, and the sharing of the sacra-
ment of Holy Communion were all part of a memorable
evening suffused with the presence of the Spirit of God.

Rev. Gerrit Wolfaardt, president of Veritas College in the
USA and a priest in the Anglican Mission in America, deliv-
ered a powerful and challenging message on being recon-
ciled with Christ and with one another. Using 2 Corinthians
5:18 “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion.” as a springboard, Gerrit wove a compelling message
for the congregation that filled St. Michael's sanctuary. He

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

Dec. 3 - 4, 2003
Ministry Board Meeting
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dec. 4 - 5, 2003
Trustees Meeting
Minneapolis, Minnesota

April 25 - 27, 2004
Leadership Conference
Lied Conference Center
Nebraska City, Nebraska

June 13 - 16, 2004
Pressin’ On for Christ
Youth Gathering
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Altoona, IA

Oct 3 - 5, 2004
National Convention
Atonement Lutheran Church
Fargo, North Dakota

drew on his own life experience as a former racist in South Africa who was won to
Christ and has been used by God in dozens of countries around the world, sharing his
personal testimony of the power of God to restore our relationship with him and with our

fellow human beings.

Sunday evening’s activities concluded with a time of fellowship and a showing of the
docudrama “From One Blood” - a retelling of the story of Rev. Wolfaardt’s life and

ministry.

continued page 4



LCMC'’s Version
of “Clergy Connect”

One of the most frequently asked ques-
tions by our membership is, “Where will
we find our next pastor?”

While the Ministry Board is
working diligently to come up
with additional alternatives,
LCMC is making a new tool
available. “Leadership Link”
is now available on the LCMC
web site (www.LCMC.net) |
and will allow members to 4
post listings for leadership

positions.

This service will be for LCMC congrega-
tions only. Itis not limited to pastoral
openings; other salaried leadership
positions will also be advertised.

If you have a position currently open you
may forward the following information to
the LCMC office in Canton: the name of
your congregation, the name, address
and phone number of your contact per-
son, whether you are LCMC only or
LCMC/ELCA, and a brief description of
the position.

Let us hear from you—we’'re ready to
post your openings and help you make
connections!

SEMINARY DEBT RELIEF FUND

SEPARATE LCMC FUND ESTABLISHED
JOINT SDRF DISSOLVED, DIVIDED

InMay 2003, the LCM C board of trusteesmovedto establisha
separate LCM C Seminarian Support program. LCMC mem-
bership was advised that contributionsfor the purpose of semi-
nary support wereto be channeled to thisrestricted fund asthe
default unlessthedonor specifically designated the Joint LCMC/
WAN Seminary Debt Relief Fund astheir intention.

In October the WordAlone board passed aresol ution approving
thedissolution of thejoint LCM C/WA Seminary Debt Relief Fund.
Theresolution contained aprovision that any moniesleft undis-
bursed after thefind meeting of the Joint LCM C/WA SDRF com-
mittee in 2003 will be divided equally between LCMC and
WordAlone. Thisisto beaccomplished by year’send.

The LCMC board of trustees passed asimilar resolutionto dis-
solveand dividethejoint fund. Thisactionisone more step
toward establishing LCM C asan independent organi zation.

Congregations and individual sare encouraged to support semi-
nariansdirectly, however theassociation acknowledgesthat some
may chooseto contributeto apooled effort. TheLCMC Semi-
narian Support fundisin placefor those who chooseto do so.
Contributionsmay bemailed to the LCM C offices, and should
bemarked as* Seminarian Support Fund.”

Joint SDRF members Tony Stoutenberg, Phyllis
Andersand, Tim Baglien, and Lenae Rasmussen deserve
avote of thanksfor their service. Anyoneinterestedin serv-
ing on the new LCMC committee that will administer the
LCMC Seminarian Support fund may contact Bill Sullivan,
NSC, or any member of the board of trustees.

Staff, Board of Trustees

BY THEWORD
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You may obtain individual contact
information by phoning the National
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(734)-207-5400

Toll Free: 866-720-LCMC (5262) “For it is by grace ybu®ha¥%e been saved

through faith-- and this is not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no
one can boast.” ...

or by or by visiting our website at
www.lcmc.net

Ephesians 2:8-9




Leadershin Transition

Lake & Drum Thanked for Service;
Rasmussen & Braafladt Seated

-- Bill Sullivan & Deb Lingen

The annual convention brought changes to the face
of your LCMC board of trustees. Two areas af-
firmed appointments that had been made by the
board to fill vacancies which occurred in the past
year. Rev. Larry Lindstrom, pastor at St. Andrew
Lutheran Church in Farmersville, Ohio, was af-
firmed by area 5 to fill the remaining term of Rev.
Bill Sullivan, who had left the board last year to
assume responsibilities as LCMC’s National Ser-
vice Coordinator.

Rev. Dale Wolf, pastor at Atonement Lutheran
Church in Fargo, North Dakota was affirmed by
area 2 to fill the remaining term of Mr. Kevin
Cramer, who resigned from the board earlier in
2003.

Area 1 elected Rev. Dr. Paul Braafladt of Seattle,
Washington to fill the seat vacated by Robin Lake,
who did not seek another term. Area 7 elected Mrs.
Lenae Rasmussen, who replaces Rev. Dave Drum
as the representative from the “Sun Belt.”

Prior to announcing election results, convention
chairman Barry Anderson took the opportunity to
recognize, on behalf of the association, the invalu-
able service of Robin Lake and Rev. Dave Drum.
He noted they have served LCMC with commit-
ment, wisdom, and integrity. Both were invited to
address the assembly, and spoke of their continued
commitment to working on behalf of the associa-
tion. The body extended their appreciation in
rounds of applause as we thanked them for their
passion and dedication. The body was then intro-
duced to its new board of trustees for 2003-2004.

NEW FUNDS ADDED

Two additional American Funds have been added to your
LCMC Retirement Savings Plan. They are: CAPITAL
INCOME BUILDER and INCOME FUND OF
AMERICA. Both are equity income balanced funds that
historically build income for the owner asthey investin
companiesthat regularly increase their dividends. These
type of funds can be especially helpful for folkswho
haveretired or for anyone who wantsto build their
income. Contact Fred Jensen at 1-866-938-8270 for
moreinformation.

The “State of the Association”

Trustees Barry Anderson and Dale Wolf addressed the
national gathering on the “ state of the Association.”
Some of their observations:

¢ We have grown to over 80 congregations in three
years, with the most remarkable activity occurring in the
past 18 months. We are building the right way, asa
congregationally-based association.

¢  Weare now administratively separate from
WordAlone. The process took longer and was more
complex than expected. We thank the WA staff and
wish the organization well, and will work together when
possible on areas of common interest.

¢ Wewill be challenged to check our attitudes and
break out of the mold of being told what to do. Churches
will need to continue to learn how to network with each
other to support mission partnerships, whileresisting
creeping institutionalism. We must learn not to rely onan
imposed hierarchical structure because we are drawn to
what we've known. Our greatest investment will bein
building strong congregations, making disciples, and
fulfilling the Great Commission.

¢ Wewill need to to continue to look at ways of
training pastors and other leaders.

¢ We need to work and worship well together, and
celebrate our diversity in worship styles.

¢ We need to celebrate our effectiveness in ministry
and our success in Lutheran circles. We should ask
“what is God doing in your place?’-- and then listen to
one another!

¢ Weneed to learn how to tell our story well - about
who we are, how we can reach the broken, how we can
leave behind comparisons to the ELCA.

¢ Our future iswith new congregations, mission starts,
and those who don't have the benefit of a church home.

Convention Highlights Available

Unable to attend? Share the excitement of our
convention through links on www.LCMC.net as well
as via CD’s of the convention highlights. Thanks to
Andy Brandt and Tim McFadyen of St. Michael -
Canton, the videos were downloaded immediately
and are still available on the web. Want one of your
own? You may obtain a CD for use in your home
computer from the LCMC office in Canton for $5.00
to cover shipping and handling.



“In Christ a New Creation” - 2003 Convention Highlights - from page 1

Monday morning’s activities were highlighted by
the Bible study led by Rev. Dave Mann, one of the
pastors of Upper Arlington Lutheran Church in
Columbus, Ohio and by the keynote address
brought by Rev. Revenel Benoit, president of the
Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church in Haiti.

BIBLE STUDY

Rev. Mann delved deeply into the biblical under-
standing of reconciliation in three sessions which
began Monday morning, continued in the after-
noon session on Monday, and concluded with a
third presentation on Tuesday morning. Using a
helpful PowerPoint format, Dave led us through
the richness of the themes contained in the Scrip-
ture verses around which the gathering was
planned.

TRANSFORMING POWER OF GOSPEL
Pastor Benoit moved the convention attendees
Monday morning with his testimony of deliver-
ance from fear and the demonic oppression of
Voodooism, and of the transforming power of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The “new creation”
that God has made of Pastor Benoit’s life was a
profound inspiration to those in attendance. His
passion for Christ and the people of Haiti
challenged us all to examine our own lives and
commitment to the Great Commission.
Revenel shared stories of the many ministries
he and the congregations of the IELCH are
involved in and invited LCMC member congre-
gations to send servant leaders to Haiti to help
in a host of mission opportunities.

TRAINING LEADERS-FR.WOLFAARDT
Rev. Wolfaardt gave us much food for thought
on Monday afternoon as he presented some
ideas and thoughts about training leaders for
our congregations. Veritas College has devel-
oped leaders for congregations around the
world using a model that keeps learners in the
context of the congregation. The model es-
poused by Veritas will no doubt be looked at
closely by our own Ministry Board as they
continue to research models for training leaders
for LCMC congregations.

BREAKOUTS

A variety of well-attended breakout sessions
were held on Monday afternoon and on Tuesday
morning. Offerings on Monday included a
session on worship led by staff and members
of Upper Arlington Lutheran Church; one led by
members of the Strategic Planning Team;
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another by Rev. Benoit on specific mission opportuni-
ties in Haiti; and a session led by Rev. Dave Drum on a
smorgasbord of service ministries our member congre-
gations are utilizing. Tuesday’s breakout sessions
included another session on worship led by Amy
Williams from Elk Horn, lowa; a session on the chal-
lenges of ministering to a culturally diverse neighbor-
hood led by Rev. Will Scott from Fort Worth, Texas; a
session on ministering to persons experiencing sexual
brokenness, led by John Stolzenbach and Mary Lou
Garves from Columbus, Ohio; a session on ministry
standards and training models led by Rev. Dale Wolf
from Atonement Lutheran Church in Fargo, North
Dakota and Rev. Kip Tyler from Lutheran Church of the
Master in Omaha, Nebraska; and a session on pension
matters led by Fred Jensen from Edward Jones Invest-
ments in Hopkins, Minnesota.

ELECTIONS

Late Monday afternoon, four area caucuses were held
to elect members to the board of trustees. (See related
story, page 3)

BANQUET & “A.D.-THE MUSICAL”

On Monday evening the convention attendees attended
a lovely banquet served by members of our host con-
gregation and then enjoyed a musical drama presenta-
tion presented by the Sr. Choir of St. Michael, Canton.
“AD” recounts events beginning on Good Friday and
continuing through the ascension and coming of the
Holy Spirit. The compelling message, encouraging
Christians to be about the work of the Great Commis-
sion, was a fitting end to the day’s activities.

BUSINESS

After Tuesday morning’s Bible study and breakout
sessions, the convention finished up its business.
Outgoing trustees Robin Lake and Dave Drum were
applauded for their service, and the new board of
trustees was introduced. Once officially adjourned,
convention-goers enjoyed one more excellent meal
served by members of our host congregation before
returning to their homes and congregations.

THANKS

The association thanks the members of St. Michael for
their gracious hospitality throughout the convention
and looks forward to next year’s gathering to be hosted
by the members of Atonement Lutheran Church in
Fargo, North Dakota on October 3-5, 2004.

Ed. Note: The association also thanks our staff, Bill
and Sharon, and all the volunteers for helping make
this event a success.



The Strategic Planning Task Force, led by chairman
Rev. Chris Magnell presented to the LCMC conven-
tion the results of a survey it conducted last year.
Also participating in the presentation were task force
members Rev. David Mann, Mrs. Amy Williams, Dr.
Jim Krier, and Rev. David Schrader.

Pr. Chris noted that the committee was not vested
with power and did not take a “top down” approach,
but rather “packaged” the opinions and concerns of
LCMC’s membership. He observed that the pro-
cess should be viewed as just the first step in our
continued growth as an association.

The report itself is descriptive, rather than prescrip-
tive, and is meant to identify who we are as an
association and where we are headed. Taking the
responses, Purpose and Identity Statements were
crafted identifying a focus on fidelity to Scripture and
following the Great Commission.

The team then identified goals from a survey of the
association last fall. Surveys were sent to each
pastor and each church council of member congre-
gations, with approximately 2/3 responding. The
survey was also a topic for discussion at LCMC's
first Leadership Conference last spring. Once the
information was compiled, the task force employed
the "POST" method in analyzing responses: Pur-
pose, Objectives, Strategies, and Tactics were
identified. They then identified, in descending order,
who is responsible for implementation of the results
by indicating Congregation, District, or Association--
with the understanding there is no hierarchy to that
order (though convention-goers joked about all tasks
being the responsibility of National Service Coordi-
nator Bill Sullivan!) The overarching intent in engag-
ing in the entire planning process is to determine
how we can serve and equip LCMC churches in
their Christian ministry.

Copies of the full Strategic Planning I":'_:

Task Force report may be obtained from g
the national offices. k;f ‘_]

Ministry Board Reports

Rev. Kip Tyler, chairman of theLCMC Ministry Board,
made comments on that committee’ ssummary report as
provided to convention-goers, then fiel ded questions
fromthebody. He noted that many lookingtoLCMC
have questions about the call process, training pastorsas
well aslay leaders, the colloquy process, availability and
transfer of pension and health benefits, aswell asother
seriousissues. TheMinistry Board iswrestling with
answersto those questionsin additionto continuing to
refinetheLCM C Ministry Standards.

They view thisasan organic process, one of striving to
provide standardswhile at the sametime not mandating
exactly how they will beimplemented so long asthe
guiddinesaremet. TheMinistry Board believesLCMC
will be stronger and moreflexibleif it choosesnot to
operatewith a® cookie cutter” approach, yet they seek
to equip LCMC pastorsand lay |eaderswith the highest
standardsof professionalism. Asanexample, Pr. Tyler
observed that the process may mean not talking about
“an alternativeroute’ to ordination, but rather several
dternativeroutes, perhaps utilizing distance education,
regional housesof study, or partnershipscreating
LCMCtracksat existing seminaries.

Aspart of therefinement of Ministry Standards, the
LCMC Board of Trusteesrequested that the document
becomea“wholly LCMC” document, expunging
referencesto specific L utheran denominations. The
Ministry Boardisstriving to frameitswork so that
congregationswill beempowered and yet till receive
assi stance when needed, such aswith mode | ettersof
cal.

Pr. Tyler noted that the Leadership Conference to be held
next April is open to both lay and ordained members.
Some of theseissuesthe Ministry Board is grappling with
will be addressed, and it will be an opportunity for fellow-
ship and relaxation in abeautiful setting aswell. Above
al, theMinistry Board desiresinput from the member-
ship.

LCMC Health Plan: an Option for Your Church?

The LCMC Board of Trustees asks each congregation to consider the benefits of utilizing LCMC's joint health
plan with the WordAlone Network. The more members we enroll, the better our options-- and at this time, it is
important to recognize that without the participation of WordAlone and in particular St. Andrew’s (Mahtomedi,
MN) this health plan would not be possible. The ability to offer coverage makes LCMC a viable option to those
who cannot or will not participate in other plans. Please consider supporting it. -5-



LCMC-Lutheran Men Formed to Support Mission

by Rev. Roger Lindler

The LCMC Convention endorsed the idea of a men's organization, LCMC-LM, whose main purposeis
to support mission congregations. It isnow in the process of organizing. Two funds were put forward:
The Mission Gift Fund supports mission congregations with dollarsto purchase start-up items such as
computers and copiers. The second fund isthe Mission Loan Fund and will be available for mission and
smaller congregationsfor building and property purchase.

There are two main ways of raising funds. Every man in an LCMC congregation will be asked to give $12 each year to
the Mission Loan Fund. At thistime, that could mean from $60,000 to $100,000 for the Mission Loan Fund. Of course,
while the effort is aimed primarily at men, women are also invited to participate. You can become avoting member of
LCMC-LM with this$12 annual gift.

A second way of raising funds is the Committee of 100. Thisisacommittee that never meets! Give $100 to the LCMC
Committee of 100 and $90 will go into the Mission Gift Fund, and $10 into the administrative fund. The administrative fund
will be used for postage, paper, etc., as well astravel expenses for a once-a-year meeting of the officers. E-mail, snail
mail, and telephone will be used for most business.

Areyou interested in being the "Key Man" in your congregation? Thejob description isto promote LCM C-Lutheran Men
by example, talk about the Mission Gift Fund and Mission Loan Fund, and distribute literature that will be provided. If you
will be your congregation's"Key Man" e-mail Pastor Roger Lindler at rogerlindler@yahoo.com.

It isalso hoped that the organization will receive memorials, bequests, and special giftsto assist mission congregations. A
Grant Request Committee will make decisions on distribution of funds.

Thefirst year interim officers are: President - Harold Lewis (AL); Vice President - Bill Lane (SC); Secretary - Phil Shoner
(CA); Treasurer - Pat Lukasik (MI); Pastoral Advisor - Roger Lindler (SC).

The Grant Request Committee consists of: John Leistad (1A); Barry Brown (SC); Steve Hutchenson (NE); Pastoral
Advisor - David Drum (AZ).

Pastor Kip Tyler of Lutheran Church of the Master is the Honorary Chairman of the Committee of 100, having given the
first Committee of 100 gift.

The LCMC Trustees agreed to provide bookkeeping services for the organization at the LCMC office in Canton, Michigan.
Send your check to LCMC-LM, c/o St. Michael Lutheran Church, 700 Sheldon Rd., Canton, Michigan, 48187-2753.

LCMC'S own “COOkle Mons.rer'"surfaced last May when the Great Lakes

District met and congregations wanted to know how they could help St. Michael Lutheran Church - Canton,
MI, in hosting the LCMC convention. National Service Coordinator Bill Sullivan replied with
one word: "Cookies!" The idea, of course, was to have members of the GLD congrega-
tions of Michigan and Ohio bake cookies for breaks at the convention.

When GLD gathered again in August, St. Andrew - Farmersville, OH, volunteered to be the
Cookie Coordinators for the breaks, since they had the farthest to travel. The two Ottawa Lake congregations
of St. Michael and Zion coordinated continental breakfasts with danish and other pastries, and Living Stones -
Warren, Ml, brought the fresh fruits for all the breakfasts and breaks. Purchase of the fruit was helped by a
cash donation from a member of a non-LCMC congregation in Ohio. St. Michael - Canton, the hosting con-
gregation, provided the other meals and beverages for the convention.

All of the food was plentiful and tasty, and there were literally hundreds of cookies! Barb Weide, who coor-
dinated the St. Michael - Canton volunteers for the food service remarked "there were a lot of compliments on
the food!" And, it was reported that Pastor Bill, on occasion, was seen enjoying “one or two” cookies!

Thanks to all of the Great Lakes District congregations who helped out, and especially to all the congrega-

tional volunteers. Looking forward to Fargo . . .. |
J J @ - by Bob Herbon -6-



From the desk of Barry Anderson:

Some comments on the “State of the Association” and changes in leadership

To the Membership of Lutheran Congregationsin Mission for Christ:

In parliamentary societies where a permanent record of the proceedings is kept there is an opportunity for members of the
body to "revise and extend remarks."

Thisletter to members, supporters and friends of Lutheran Congregationsin Mission for Christ could reasonably be viewed
asarevision and extension of my brief remarksto the national convention of LCMC and an update on activities since that
time.

Thanksto the generosity of the member congregations of LCMC, aswell asindividual donors, the associationisin the
black and operating with a balanced budget (thanks at least in part to the able |eadership of John Chatelain, now serving a
three year term as your treasurer). In approximately three and a half years, membership has gone from zero to more than
eighty congregations. Congregations and Districts are busy planning new mission starts, ways to create new seminary
models and partnershipswith other Christian organizationsto spread the Gospel and fulfill the Great Commission.

Asthe Chair of the Board of Trustees of your association, | can tell you that | have never seen a governing board more
united or determined to carry out the will of the membership of LCMC. When you see David Drum or Robin Lake, our
two board members who are not returning for another term, thank them for their service to the association. Dave and
Rabin continueto work on your behalf in their congregations, in their districts and this association and by supporting the
goals and objectives of LCMC.

And I'm pleased to report that two new members have been elected to the board of trustees, Lenae Rasmussen and Paul
Braafladt. Lenae and Paul have been working within the association from the very beginning and will bring valuable
experience to the board. | look forward to working with our new board members on the various LCMC projects now
underway or planned.

Finally, the board has unanimously elected new leadership by selecting Dale W. Wolf, senior pastor at Atonement L utheran
Church in Fargo, North Dakota, and Larry Lindstrom, pastor at St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Farmersville, Ohio, as
chair and vice chair of the association, respectively and also unanimously reelected Deb Lingen as Secretary.

| need to share with you a thought about that last item.

The LCMC bylaws require the board to select |eadership from among the members of the board elected at the national
convention. Although | was eligible to seek another one year term as board chair, | declined to do so.

| reached this conclusion for several reasons, not the least of which isthe conviction that | developed over several months
that LCMC is heading into a new phase of its young life and |eaders with different skillswould best serve the needs of the
association. | could not be more delighted that Dale and Larry have agreed to servein their new |eadership positions and
that Deb has agreed to another "tour of duty" as board secretary.

Sometimes aleader best serves by recognizing when the time for change has come. In my judgment, that time is now.

| remain committed to the goals of this association. | remain a member of the board of trustees. | see a bright future
ahead for LCMC and | look forward to doing my part to help the association grow and prosper.

Never in my wildest dreams did | expect to serve as the chair of the board of trustees of an association of Lutheran
congregations. But as| told those assembled at St. Michael Lutheran Church in Canton, Michigan, for our national
convention, this service has been aprivilege not aburden. Not only have | met other Christians with awe-inspiring faith,
this experience of service has forced me to re-examine, and deepen, my own faith commitment. And athough | claim no
special theological understanding, my involvement in this renewa movement has convinced methat L utherans, the priest-
hood of al believers, have the gift, and perhaps the duty, to carry the message of Christ crucified to everyone.

With warm personal regards, | remain,

Very truly yours,

Barry Anderson

Member, Board of Trustees, LCMC

AppleValley, MN -7 -



Editor’s Note: The following letter will be sent to all LCMC congregations as a year-end stewardship
appeal. Please prayerfully consider your support of our association.

A Message from the Treasurer

Dear Friendsin Christ,

TheLCMC Conventionthisfall in Canton, M1, wasthrilling indeed. We heard how Christ battled apartheid in South
Africaand racismin Americathrough the conversion of Rev. Gerrit Wolfaardt. We also learned how Pastor Benoit and
TheEvangeica Lutheran Church of Haiti arebringing God'smerciful plan for salvation to desperate people. Yes, in
ChristaNew Creationiscertainly possible.

No lessexciting than Hiswork in these great missionaries, iswhat Christ isdoing through LCMC. Therapid growth
of LCMC continues. Thenumber of member congregations now exceeds 80, with several congregationsinthe prelimi-
nary stagesof joining and new mission startsproliferating. LCM C districts continueto coa esce providing many ser-
vicesand much needed fell owship to our member congregations.

LCMC'smessageiseasy to sdll asthe demand for acongregationally based L utheran alternative remainsstrong.
Peopleare hungry for the Gospel initsbeautiful smplicity, the Gospel of the Reformation, aGospel unencumbered by
unnecessary ritualsand top down political agendas.

LCMC'senergy continuesto flow from the grassroots upward. Our congregationsdon't wait for directionsfrom
headquartersto take action. Onthe contrary, we are constantly learning from themwhat really worksin ministry.

Aschurch associationsgo, LCM Cisintheinfancy stage. Yet we'refully functional with excellent health insurance,
retirement plansand ministry standards, which are adaptabl e to the needs of the congregationsand the clergy.

Sinceday one, the LCMC vision wasthat most ministriestake place within, among, and between the congregations.
Thereforeit hasnot been our intent that |arge amounts of dollarsflow to nationa headquarters.

Although we believedirecting benevolenceisthejob of the congregations, LCM C has certain cash flow needs. Our
genera fund paysfor our small officewithin St. Michael Lutheran Churchin Canton. It aso paysthe modest expenses
of theboard aswell asthe salaries of our two employees.

Inadditionto our genera fund, LCM C hastwo restricted funds dedi cated toward new mission congregationsand
seminarian support. LCMC chargesno administrative expensesto thesefunds. Thereforeevery dollar givenwill findits
way to theintended purpose. Wegraciously offer these funds should you desireto make use of them.

Many non-member congregations now want apiece of Nationa Service Coordinator Bill Sullivan'stimeto hear the
good newsabout LCMC. To satisfy thisdemand, the board recently madethe decisionto increase hisjob tofull time.
Giventherapid growth of the association, it isforeseeabl e that other additional help may soon berequired. Therefore,
please consider increasing your contribution to our general fund and if you have not donesointhe past, consider a
contribution now.

What aprivilegeit hasbeen for meto be personally involvedin theformation of LCMC. AsTreasurer of the asso-
ciation, | wishto thank you all for making 2003 agreat year in so many ways. Much work remainsto bedoneaswe
striveto be Jesusto so many yet to bereached. Please consider atax-deductiblegift to LCMC asapart of your year-
end planning. Also ask God'sguidance about including LCM C asalineiteminyour 2003 budget.

May the Lord'srichest blessings surround you throughout the holidays and asyou start the New Year.
InChrigt,

John C. Chatelain
LCMC Treasurer
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Heartland Holds Convention;
Celebrates Mission Start

- by Amy Williams
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MISSION - TECUMSEH

Heartland has planted a mission start!
Tecumseh Community Lutheran Churchis
meeting for worship in a rented church building
every Sunday evening at 7:00 in Tecumseh,
Nebraska. Two Heartland pastors are serving
the newly formed congregation in a community
of many Laotian and Hispanic people. English
as a second language will also be offered in the
space. Donations for this mission start are
being received by St. John Lutheran Church,
440 Ohio St., P.O. Box 189, Sterling, NE
68443. Financial help and church furnishings
are welcome and much needed!

HEARTLAND DISTRICT CONVENTION
Heartland’s convention was held on a glorious
autumn day at Zion Lutheran Church in Hartford,
South Dakota, on October 18. Faith Lutheran
Church of Humboldt, SD, was received into the
fellowship, as well as Resurrection of Mitchell,
pending congregation approval.

District Handbooks with information about all the
ministries of Heartland District, LCMC, and
pension and health plans for ministers were
givento each church. The focus of the conven-
tion was mission, with many foreign and local
missions highlighted for the spread of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ!

For more information, see the Heartland District
web page at www.churchofthemaster.com.

ATTENTION LADIES!

Henrietta Heidzig, Heartland District chair of Women
of the Word (WOW!), is compiling a contact list so the
women of LCMC can support each other, share ideas,
and plan fellowship events. If you'reinterested in this
vital women’s ministry, please contact Henrietta at
hjheidzig@hotmail.com or 402-274-4606, or at St. Paull
Lutheran Church - Hickory Grove, NE - 402-274-5729.
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NORTHWEST GATHERS
"A NEW BEGINNING: THEN AND NOW"

- by Paul Braafladt, Coordinator

The Lutheran Reformation marked a new hope and a
new beginning for millions of Christians. That reforming
of the Christian Church, that call to return to the power-
ful basics of Christianity where the Word of God is
preeminent in our lives was the theme of the Fall Con-
vention of the Northwest Network (NWN) of Lutheran
Congregationsin Mission for Christ (LCMC). It'safirst
of itskind.

The Convention began with that EL CA rarity, agenuine
and joyful Reformation Service on November 7th. The
place was Emmanuel Lutheran Churchin WallaWalla,
Washington. The preacher was one of the Pacific
Northwest's best, Rev. Keith Krebs, Ret.

But theinspiration didn't end on Friday night with this
Service. After opening devotionson Saturday morning,
November 8, Pastor Krebs was front and center to hear
and respond to what his sermon listeners heard the night
before. 1t was feed-back dialogue which centered not on
ecclesiagtical trendsor political religious correctness but
upon the Word, both living and written, which isthe
source of all spiritual power!

Asfor rolling up sleevesto do Convention work, that
came too for afew short hours as we prayed, asked
questions, deliberated and decided on what kind of future
we want to have together in the Northwest. Rev. Bill
Sullivan, National LCM C Coordinator, waswith usand
conducted a session of pertinent questions and answers.

Attendance was excellent, with good representation.
Theimportance of communication in spreading our
message led the group to decide to prepare to launch a
web site when space becomes available on the LCMC
server, aswell as continue sending out newslettersin our
attempts to reach an ever-widening list of contacts.
Perhaps the most significant decision made was that we
are now prepared to move toward forming ourselves
from a network (chapter) into adistrict of LCMC.

The Convention concluded with a Service of Holy
Communion. To God betheglory! -9-



The Augshurg Lutheran Churches,
a District of [CMC =)

=
HERE WE STAND!

Dynamic Preachers and Speakers
Highlight Our 2003 Gathering

- by Lenae Rasmussen

This summer, from Sunday, July 20 through Tuesday,
July 22 over 250 Lutherans gathered in the lowa heartland
around the battle cry “HERE WE STAND!” as the
Augsburg Lutheran Churches (LCMC) held its Third
Annual Convention and Assembly at Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church, Audubon, lowa.

Based on Martin Luther’'s famous and historic confes-
sional stand before Emperor and Pope at the Diet of
Worms, “Here We Stand!” is the ALC’s battle cry to
congregations, pastors, and individual Christians for our
day. It calls us to stand on God’s Holy Word no matter
what the cost, and not yield our withess and confession
to church organizations and a culture driven more and
more by the spirit of paganism rather than by the Holy
Spirit.

Again and again the theme was highlighted by dynamic
preachers, Bible study leaders, and speakers as a
message of hope and the call to faithfulness in Christ
reached out to Lutherans across the country.

Our guest lecturer, Dr. Robert A. J. Gagnon, distin-
guished Associate Professor of New Testament from
Pittsburg Theological Seminary, set the tone on Sunday
with a dramatic and in-depth exposition of the Bible’s
teaching on human sexuality and marriage with particular
emphasis on the attack posed by those who would
substitute the gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender liberation
agenda on church and society. Dr. Gagnon is the author
of The Bible and Homosexual Practice: Texts and
Hermeneutics, Abingdon, 2001 (for a great summary of
his message, see http://members.aol.com/gaymatter/

gagnonl.htm).

Rev. Homer Larsen dramatically introduced our conven-
tion theme on Monday morning with a powerful devotion
on Martin Luther in which, through Rev. Larsen’s words,
we were asked to put ourselves in Luther’s position at the
Diet of Worms and see what it might have meant for us.
To be a Christian is to be a confessor every day facing
the crisis into which God has sent us here and now.

Dr. Larry Gedde inspired and challenged us anew to be
faithful to the great treasure of our Lutheran heritage.
“Red Velvet Cake and Other Delights: When Memories
and Traditions are Forgotten—Part II” was a continuation
of the theme he introduced at the previous year’s
Augsburg convention. Using the memorable illustration of
the “life sucking frog beetle” as metaphor for the ELCA's

effect on confessional Lutherans, Dr. Gedde showed how
vital it is for us to resist the drift toward faithlessness in
North American Lutheranism and indeed all of Protestant
Christianity today. He reiterated his ten points for building
the Augsburg fellowship and challenged us especially to
continue stressing mission church development and
Luther’'s Small Catechism.

In our Tuesday morning plenary session, Dr. Oliver Olson,
a Claus Harms House Regent, and Dr. Eugene Boe, Dean
of the Lutheran Brethren Seminary in Fergus Falls, MN,
explained the challenges and goals of the crucial matter of
theological education for pastors who will serve our
churches. According to Dr. Boe, the Claus Harms goals
are very similar to those of the Lutheran Brethren Semi-
nary. Dr. Olson explained the Claus Harms effort [see
The Crux of the Matter, Vol 2, No. 5, (May-June 2003)]
and explained the significance of Jan Hus’ motto (“a swan
will come who will sing better”) which will be the motto
encircling the Claus Harms seal.

Perhaps the best thing about the convention, however,
was the worship. Dynamic preaching was the order of the
day from our Augsburg pastors. Rev. Jack Torgersen gave
the devotion on Tuesday morning, Rev. Walt Kukkonen
and Rev. Dick Smith gave the Bible studies on 2
Corinthians 1:18-24, and Rev. Perry Toso, Rev. John
Rasmussen, and Rev. Mark Jamison preached for our
evening worship services.

For many of us, this was the best convention we've ever
attended. The worship was awesome, varying from
traditional, to folk, to contemporary! The versatility of our
musicians and our worship leaders was spectacular. We
were fed with the Bread of Life and the Living Word every
day—in our plenary sessions, our worship services, our
devotions, our Bible studies, and our consensus building
sessions. As Rev. Cher Clay put it, “Jesus is here with
us,” uniting us with one another in Him.

Permit me one final
word. Thankyou [
from the bottom of |
our hearts to the
members of Our
Saviour’s Lutheran
Church for all their
hard work preparing
for the gathering.
You were such
gracious hosts
throughout the entire convention. The advertising, the
banners, the food, the table decorations (model Augsburg
boats) and the big Augsburg lifeboat out front were superb!
We praise and thank God for you and your fellowship.

Lenae Rasmussen is the Executive Chair of Augsburg
Lutheran Churches, and a member of Peace Lutheranin

Gulf Shores, AL.
-10 -



Evangelical/rRenewal Dlstrict
Enjoys Convention Fellowship
- by Pastor Dave Drum

In the midst of the eventful LCMC convention,
friends in the E/RD found time to catch-up and
roll up their sleeves with an eye to the future. The
first order of business was to organize positions
to help keep us accountable and active in our
mission. Bob Nordvall was selected as our
district pastor, and Kevin Rennells and David
Drum as co-coordinators of the district.

Next we heard about exciting mission work
taking place, including:

T the growing mission congregation City
on a Hill in Manhattan Beach, CA

T Lutheran Viethamese Ministries and
Pastor John Dovinh

T establishing relations with Pastor Enrique
Estrada and the ministries based around
Monterrey, Mexico.

District membership has grown to six congrega-
tions inthe U.S., plus the international congrega-
tions mentioned above, and two additional
congregations were voting to join during Octo-
ber.

We heard a preview on the 2004 LCMC Youth
gathering scheduled for next June at Lutheran
Church of the Cross in Altoona, IA. The theme
will be “Pressing On” based on Philippians 3:
“Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called me heaven-
ward in Christ Jesus.”

The E/RD also established a ministry team for
handling the collogquy process.

E/RD welcomes the chance to discuss opportu-
nities for ministry and mission work.

For our statement of
purpose or for more
information, see: http://
evangelical-district.org
or contact Pastor Dave
Drum at
dmdrum@juno.com.

Great Lakes D istrict

by Bob Herbon, GLD Coordinator

The 5th Great Lakes District Gathering was held
Saturday, November 8 at St. Michael Lutheran Church -
Ottawa Lake, MI. Devotions were led by Bob Herbon,
and centered around the End Time Season, specifically
the lectionary readings for Last Judgment Sunday (see
Living Sones Worship page - Season of End Time
http:// www.livingstones| uther an.net/wor ship.shtml)

LCMC Convention

The group discussed the LCMC convention and several
attendees gave their impressions. All agreed that the
keynote speakers, Revs. Gerrit Wolfaardt and Revenel
Benoit, were outstanding!

Congregational Updates

Pr. Mose Henney is retiring as pastor of Zion Lutheran
Church - Ottawa Lake, MI. He and hiswife, Robin, will
be moving to the Las Vegas area to be closer to their
daughter and grandchildren. Moseislooking intothe
possibility of starting amission congregation at the
retirement community where he and Robin will beliving.
We wish him God Speed, and thank God for his service!

GLD Ministry Committee

Pr. Mark Gibbs gave an update on the GLD Ministry
Committee. After the August gathering in Van Buren,
OH, the committee colloquized Pr. William Scott of Ft.
Worth, TX, and received him as a member of the LCMC
clergy. Atthe November meeting the Ministry Commit-
tee met with two individualsinterested in being part of
the LCMC clergy, one as a contract minister, and the
other as a certified minister.

Great Lakes District will meet again in the spring.

EPIPHANY HELPS EDUCATE

- by Kathy Sandmann, Epiphany Group Secretary

The Epiphany District encourages all LCMC con-
gregations to consider joining us to focus on
educational issues. We have Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School materials available; we hope
to be able to offer Adult Bible Studies in the near
future. In addition, we have a series of educational,
easy-to-read booklets addressing current issues of
concern in the Lutheran Church today.

If you would like to be a part of our group, or if you
would just like more information, please contact
Epiphany District secretary Kathy Sandmann at
kathysandmann@hotmail.com. -11 -



Delegates to the 3rd national gathering of LCMC overwhelmingly approved
two motions that have set this association on an exciting path.

In the first resolution, the convention commended our international partners
who were present for their commitment and courage in living out faith in
Jesus Christ in their settings, and committed to them our ongoing support.

In a related action, the body requested the Board of Trustees examine and
develop a plan to strengthen our relationship with our international partners,
with the purpose of forming LCMC into an international Lutheran associa-
tion. In so doing, the association opened the way to welcome into our
fellowship Lutheran congregations in other parts of the world.

In step with the action of the body, members of the Evangelical/Renewal

District met and welcomed into their midst Pastor John Dovinh and the congregations of Lutheran
Viethnamese Ministries as well as Pastor Enrique Estrada and the ministries based around Monterrey,
Mexico.

/8T8 I\ ‘uoje

peoY uoppyS 0002
1ISUYD 10} UOISSI|A Ul suoireBeibuo) Uesyin



